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An expert and independent service you can trust



EAL and the Institution of Mechanical Engineers combined their 

expertise to offer an exceptional EPA service for apprenticeships in the 

advanced manufacturing and engineering sector. 

We offer an EPA 

service based on:

• Trust

• Quality

• Support 

• Expertise

An expert and independent service you can trust

EPA Partners   



High Level EPA Phases  

Initial Assessment 
Apprentice Training & 
Development activity

Gateway confirmation 
and readiness 

agreement

Occupational & 
Professional 
Competence  

Completion and 
Certification 

End Point Assessment 
events 

Employer/Provider Employer/Provider

EAL/ Imeche/Provider/ 
Employer

EAL/ Imeche/Provider/ 
Employer



Principle EPA Assessment  Methods  



The Apprentice 

Journey

Recruitment & 
Induction

•Employer

On programme 
development

•Employer

•Training Provider

EPA Preparation & 
development

•Employer

•Training Provider

•Independent Assessor

EPA

•Independent Assessor 
(Occ Comp)

•Assessor (Professional 
Competence)

Apprenticeship 
certification

•AAO

EPA ready?

An expert and independent service you can trust

If EAL approved centre, then ongoing 

support and guidance provided by 

full time EQAs

• Recommended last 6 months of the apprenticeship

• Guidance and standard documents provided for 

Apprentices, employers and IAs

• Prepare for EPA and portfolio & professional 

assessment

Support for End-Point Assessment



Engineering Technician Level 3

Confirm Gateway 
evidence 

(EAL & IA)

Portfolio 
review

(Employer 
IA)

Occupational 
Competence 

Interview (Viva) 
(IA)

EngTech 
Professional 

Competence review 
(IMechE x 2 IA’s)

An expert and independent service you can trust

Gateway information requirements

Viva Interview document for each pathway 

listing specific  qualifications/components 

that need evidencing in Gateway for 

training provider and/or employer

EPA portfolio content guidance for Apprentice 

Guidance for Apprentice on Portfolio cross-

referencing to Standard Pathway specific 

guidance and documentation for Independent 

Assessor

Interview guidance for Apprentice and 

Independent Assessor Pathway specific Viva 

Interview forms for Independent Assessor

Apprentice guidance on completion of 

Professional Competence review 

documentation

Support for End-Point Assessment



Quality Assurance of End-Point Assessment

An expert and independent service you can trust

Internal Quality Assurance process

Initial training for 
Independent Assessors

Standard documentation Online refresher modules
Bi-annual standardisation 

events

Moderation Sampling EPA sessions
Desk top sampling of 

learners

External Quality Assurance process





Current Standards Supported 

Engineering Technician Level 3 – Apprenticeship Standard



An expert and independent service you can trust

Currently supported 

• Associate Project Manager L4

• Motor Vehicle Service & Maintenance Technician (Light Vehicle) L3

• Control/Technical Support Engineer L6

• Electrical/Electronic Technical Support Engineer L6

• Manufacturing Engineer L6

• Rail Engineering L2

• Metrology Technician L3

• Engineering Operative L2

• Manufacturing Operative L2

• Fabrication L3

• MOET L3

• Rail Engineering L3/L4

• Post Graduate Engineer L7

Other standards supported   



Feedback on initial EPA events

An expert and independent service you can trust

Employers
• Positive impact of apprentices preparing for EPA
• Consistent approach to assessment enabling fair comparison
• Employer involvement in process
• Feedback timely and unambiguous
• Disruption to work schedules 
• Commitment of assessors (Employer provided) challenging

Apprentices
• Need to get preparation right and plenty of it
• Can be nerve-racking experience
• Very supportive assessors  (external) engaging with apprentices
• Internal support from company for professional competence submission 

Providers
• Find the EAL support and information very useful 
• Challenges on costs and explanations required regularly
• Mentoring and assessor training provided found to be very useful 
• Concerns around aligning delivery plans to assessment plans for standards  



Find out more

EAL

01923 652400 

customercare@eal.org.uk #eal

www.eal.org.uk/apprenticeships/end-point-assessment

Institution of Mechanical Engineers

07534 308867 

epa@imeche.org   #imeche

www.imeche.org/end-point-assessment 

An expert and independent service you can trust


